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He wears a black beanie and a black sweatshirt and has a goatee. He is gazing 
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is collected, but available reports show at least half of those killed by police have 
psych disabilities. These statistics do not include people with mobility, sensory, or 
developmental impairments or people who are otherwise neurodivergent or sick/
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In outrage and solidarity, we offer the Sins Invalid Statement on Police Violence, 
originally released on September 4th, 2014 to coincide with the Stop Urban Shield 
rally and noise demo in Oakland, CA. It was then released again in December 2015 
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San Francisco police while slowly walking away. In horror and sadness, we updated 
and re-released it in June 2017 after the death of Charleena Lyles, a pregnant Black 
mother with a mental health disability, who was killed by Seattle police in her own 
home after calling to report a burglary. Charleena was murdered in front of her 
children, one of whom has Down Syndrome. 

Sins Invalid is a disability justice-based performance project centering disabled artists 
of color and queer/gender non-conforming disabled artists. Our work celebrates 
the embodied humanity of disabled people, and we understand all bodies live in a 
multitude of very real social, political, economic and cultural contexts.

As an organization led by disabled people of color and queer/gender non-
conforming people with disabilities, we live with high rates of state violence, from 
forced institutionalization, to ongoing police brutality and the murder of Black and 
brown disabled people.
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man with multiple disabilities, by the NYPD. Our hearts break for Kayla Moore, 
a fat Black schizophrenic trans woman suffocated to death by police in her home 
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death of Lakota 24 year-old mother of two, Sarah Lee Circle Bear, who was refused 
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Victoria Arellano, an under-documented Latinx trans woman, and Johana Medina, 
an asylum-seeking Latinx trans woman, who were both living with AIDS, and died in 
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pbma�EZlahgg�Pabm^%�Z�=^Z_�queer Black woman who was running toward police 
for safety, and was instead tased by police and jailed for three days without access 
to an interpreter. And we embrace survivors Andre Thompson and Bryson Chaplin, 
two Black brothers who now have permanent disabilities because a racist white 
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twelve-pack of beer.
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people Native to this land are among the highest targeted to experience police 
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People is a form of state violence.
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deaf, who live with mental health impairments or cognitive impairments, epilepsy or 
movement disorders, are at highest risk of being assaulted by police, and that this is 
deeply compounded when we are further marginalized by homelessness, violence 
against trans people, and white supremacy.
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we celebrate our complexities.

P^�lmkhg`er�hiihl^�Urban Shield and all programs that seek to militarize police 
departments through paramilitary training and military equipment, as they serve to 
further dehumanize communities of color and poor and working class communities as 

]hf^lmb\�^g^fb^l'��Bg\k^Zl^]�militarization of the police leads directly to increased 
police violence, particularly against disabled people of color.
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key leaders in resistance to state violence by the US Left, silencing our stories and 
maintaining barriers to a united front.

It is within the context of disability justice that we demand that ICE (Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement) be abolished. No extent of reform can humanize an agency 
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and suffering. It is within the context of disability justice that we call for an end to 
the Prison Industrial Complex, including policing, surveillance and incarceration. It 
is within the context of disability justice that we align ourselves with Transformative 
Justice, a vision and emerging practice that seeks to address violence by holding 
people accountable within our communities and putting the power back in the hands 
of those most impacted. 
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ourselves, the more we ask for, the more potential we have for doing that across many 
movements… For example, accessible public transportation puts you directly up against 
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people in Nigeria who are up against Royal Dutch Shell, the people in the Gulf dealing 
with the BP spill...The preciousness of our bodies and our lives is the basis for a huge 
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